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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Aquinas College
	Text164: Jessica Eimer- Program Director at the Center for Sustainability
	Text165: 616-632-1994
	Text166: eimerjes@aquinas.edu
	Text167: Grand Rapids, MI
	Text168: 2,186
	Text169: JBE
	Text170: 4/19/11
	Text171: 31.0
	Text172: 68.9
	Text173: 0
	Text174: 0
	Text175: 0.12
	Text176: 0
	Text177: 0
	Text178: 0
	Text179: 
	Text180: 
	Text181: 
	Text182: 100
	Text183: 
	Text184: 
	Text185: 
	Text186: 
	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: 
	Text190: 
	Text191: 100
	Text192: Note: Four campus buildings have been completed in the past five years. Of the four, one is currently LEED registered, and one obtained certification at the basic level, and two obtained certification at the silver level. 
	Text193: 0
	Text194: 
	Text195: 100
	Text196: 
	Text197: 
	Text198: While there is a campus policy for purchasing only Energy Star-rated appliances, a full equipment inventory has not been completed. 
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 
	Text202: The expected gains have not been accurately quantified. 
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: There is a program in place to monitor each buildings electricity consumption.  This information is used to update Aquinas College's carbon footprint. 
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 15%
	Text210: 
	Text211: 22
	Text212: A range of between 5% during the winter and up to 50% during peak growing season, averaged to 22%. 
	Text213: 5
	Text214: 
	Text215: The two suppliers of seafoods are Gordons Food Service and Superior Seafoods. Information concerning purchasing procedures of GFS or Superior is unknown at this time.
	Text216: Aquinas College buys roughly $250,000 worth of meat products throughout the year and serves about 1,000,000 meals per year. Select products, such as turkeys purchased from the  West MI turkey co-op, are produced sustainably. However, a majority of our meat products are not produced in a sustainable manner.  
	Text217: Yes
	Text218: Yes
	Text219: Aquinas College currently has a small community garden in which students can work.  There are plans to expand this garden this summer.  
	Text220: Yes. These majors include: Sustainable Business, Environmental Studies, Environmental Science, Biology, Master of Management with a Sustainable Business Concentration, and a Master in Sustainable Business Degree. 
	Text221: Yes. These classes include: Sustainable Energy Systems, Industrial Ecology, Environmental Regulatory Compliance, and Sustainable Business Management. 
	Text222: Yes. All Sustainable Business coursework is listed here: http://www.aquinas.edu/sb/degrees.html
	Text223: Deborah Steketee, Ph.D. Awards: Michigan Business Review's Thought Leaders in Education (2010)Honors: Working with SB Students, Member-Wege Foundation Economicology Group, service on a variety of other civic and philanthropic organizationsPublications: 1)“Disruption or Sustenance? An Institutional Analysis of Sustainable Business Practices in West Michigan”. Chapter in Facilitating Sustainable Innovation through Collaboration: A Multistakeholder Perspective, Joseph Sarkis et al (Eds).(May 2010, Springer). 2) “A Million Decisions: Life on the (Sustainable Business) Frontier” Journal of Management Education special issue, “Greening Across the Management Curriculum” (2009)Accomplishments: Design and implementation team for Aquinas' campus wide Sustainability Initiative; implementation team for the Bachelor of Science in Sustainable Business; design team for the newly launched Master in Sustainable Business degree; developed a number of courses for the SB program, including Building Social Capital, Sustainable Business Innovations Lab and International Perspectives in Sustainable Business (including a field component in Costa Rica). As Executive Director of the Center for Sustainability at Aquinas College, helped to foster business and community partnerships for sustainability. In service on the Board of the Land Conservancy of West Michigan, helped to preserve 171 acres of Lake Michigan dunelands for future generations.Matthew Tueth, Ph.D.Honors: Served as Vice President for the West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum in 2008. Board member for Local First of West Michigan from 2005-8. Serves as the Sustainable Business Department Chairperson from 2004 until present.Publications: Fundamentals of Sustainable Business - A Guide for the Next 100 Years in 2009. Accomplishments: 1) Designing and implementing the first Bachelor of Science in Sustainable Business program in the United States 2) Design team for the first Master of Sustainable Business program in the United States (acknowledging that other similar programs such as a MBA with emphasis in sustainable business already exist). Aquinas College also utilizes the knowledge and expertise of working business professionals in the field of sustainable business. Bill Stough: CEO at Sustainable Research Group. Bill is is the founder of Sustainable Research Group and has over 25 years experience working on environmental and sustainable business issues in a variety of capacities including non-profit environmental organizations, private manufacturers, and environmental engineering consulting firms. David Rinard is the Director Global Environmental Performance at Steelcase Inc. Bruce Thompson has worked in corporate development roles for over 20 years with a focus on developing and implementing business strategies for emerging markets. He has participated in the launch of multiple ventures that have included start-ups, joint ventures and corporate spinouts.
	Text224: Yes. Center for Sustainability at Aquinas College (C4S). Established in 2005 as a community resource, C4S promotes principles and practices that restore the environment, foster economic prosperity, and build vibrant and healthy communities.  It was founded as a vital component of a $1 million, five-year grant from the Steelcase Foundation to support sustainable business education.  Since its inception, C4S has been building networks and partnerships between local businesses, students, and faculty to support learning for sustainability.  Among its activities, C4S links the community to sustainability resources and regional and local activities through an extensive website (www.centerforsustainability.org ). It also sponsors lectures, workshops, and non-credit educational programs for organizations and individuals interested in sustainable business practices.  Finally, it is involved in many successful partnerships connecting educational institutions with economic development efforts to further regional progress toward sustainability.
	Text225: Yes. As a part of the general education curriculum, two courses in two of the following disciplines must be completed: Biological Science (Discipline) BY 123 Environmental Biology (lab course) BY 150 Human Biology (lab course) BY 155 Biology for Health Sciences (lab course) BY 160 Introduction to Biology for biology majors (lab course)  Physical Science (Discipline) CY 101 Environmental Chemistry (lab course)  CY 102 Chemistry and Society (lab course) CY111 General Inorganic Chemistry (lab course) PC 201 General Physics: Mechanics, Sound, Heat (lab course) PC 213 General Physics with Calculus: Mechanics, Sound, Heat (lab course) PC 291 Physical Science (non-lab course) PC 295 Observational Astronomy (non-lab course)  Earth Science (Discipline) GY 101 Earth Environment (lab course) EL 100 Introduction to Environmental Studies (non-lab course) GY 129 Physical Geography of Michigan (non-lab course)
	Text226: 30
	Text227: 
	Text228: Our school has a purchasing policies for select products, such as policy requiring energy star rated electronics. However, a general purchasing policy that covers all goods does not exist at this point. 
	Text229: 100
	Text230: All campus copy paper contains 30% post-consumer recycled content. 
	Text231: Yes
	Text232: N/A. Aquinas College leases all electronics, and specifies only energy star rated equipment. 
	Text233: No
	Text234: Yes, Aquinas College has an energy-star purchasing policy in place.  All new appliances that are installed on campus must have an energy-star rating. 
	Text235: No.
	Text236: 0
	Text237: 
	Text238: Aquinas College has installed new bike racks around campus to provide safe and secure parking. Aquinas also charges students for a parking permit, encouraging alternative methods of transportation.
	Text239: Select buildings have parking places that are designated for carpool parking only. The college offers a reduced price for students, staff, and faculty who utilize the local public transportation system, The Rapid. Aquinas also provides a subsidy for the Rapid Van system, to encourage vanpooling from neighboring communities. 
	Text240: 71.7%
	Text241: 
	Text242: 95
	Text243: 
	Text244: 15.4
	Text245: 15.4% of waste is recycled. However, there is no way of knowing how much waste is diverted from landfills because the college's waste is first taken to the waste to energy incinerator.  After the incinerator reaches capacity, the remainder of waste is taken to the landfill, per City ordinance. The amount of waste actually taken to the landfill is not tracked or monitored, and varies weekly.
	Text246: Yes, there is a comprehensive recycling system across campus, with color coordinated bins and appropriate signage. 
	Text247: Yes, at all large events recycling and composting bins are made available to guests. 
	Text248: Our college has a compost program in place.  All food scraps from the main cafeteria and dishroom are separated by kitchen staff to be composted. 
	Text249: As stated in the Climate Action Plan (ACUPCC), Aquinas has committed to zero landfill by 2020. Strategy Overview:1. Develop consistent campus-wide policy and procedure for solid waste management;2. Select Environmentally Preferable Products whenever financially viable;3. Implement source reductions whenever possible; and 4. Divert solid waste whenever possible. 
	Text250: Electronic waste recycling is made available in every dormitory during times when students are moving out. A separate collection system is also made available for used items to be sold at a college-sponsored, garage sale fund-raiser. 
	Text251: Yes. http://www.aquinas.edu/about/Aquinas has also made the following public commitments to sustainability: 2007- The Talloires Declaration was signed, pledging AQ to educate, implement, and live the principles of sustainability. 2008- Aquinas became a signatory of the American College and University         Presidents’ Climate Commitment
	Text252: Yes, the coordinator is a full-time position
	Text253: No
	Text254: Yes, Aquinas College is a member of the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment, and set a future goal of carbon neutrality by 2040. The plan is publicly available on the ACUPCC web site (http://acupcc.aashe.org/cap/703/). 
	Text255: Yes
	Text256: Aquinas has achieved reductions in carbon emissions since our baseline year. However, the final figure is still in the process of being computed (due in September). 
	Text257: No. Aquinas College is a private institution. 
	Text258: No, but Aquinas' Investment Committee of the Board is working to update our Investment Policy so that it better guides investment decisions.  There is a strong commitment by the Committee to provide firm restrictions prohibiting investing in companies that are not consistent with Catholic and environmental values. 
	Text259: Aquinas College currently does not have a formal policy that restricts or prohibits investments in fossil fuels, however the college does have plans to update its current investment policy to embed environmental values within it.  This inclusion would prohibit investment in any activity that would be harmful to the natural environment, including investments in fossil fuels. 
	Text260: NA
	Text261: Our CFO was unable to provide us with this information. 
	Text262: 
	Text263: Aquinas has participated in the national RecycleMania Competition annually beginning in 2009. 
	Text264: Aquinas' long standing culture is built around environmental kinship and preservation of our natural landscape. As a result, 21 acres (or about 25% of the total campus) is unmanaged greenspace. 
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